
 
 

 

Communism Then and Now 

     During 2017, the 100th anniversary of Our Lady’s apparitions at Fatima, we devoted several issues to illustrate her 

admonition that Russia would spread her errors throughout the world.  These errors on a daily basis are happening mainly 

because of the continuing practice of communism in Russia. The following quotes are from the Committee on the 

Judiciary in the US Senate on May 6, 1966. 

      Reverend Wurmbrand. I am a very insignificant and a very little man.  I have been in prison among the weak ones and 

the little ones, but I speak for a suffering country and for a suffering church and for the heroes and the saints of the 20 th 

century; we have had such saints in our prison to which I did not dare to lift my eyes…  In prison there were not only 

priests and pastors.  We have had hundreds of peasants and young boys and girls who were put in prison for their 

Christian faith.  These were separated and for them there was a special brainwashing, not only that "communism is good," 

but "Christianity is dead, Christianity is dead, Christianity is dead. Nobody more believes in Christ, nobody more believes 

in Christ, you are the only fools."  

     And so on. And I must tell you that you may know how far this brainwashing went. I do not like to pose here like a 

hero. I believed that Christianity is dead under this influence. I believed – 

     Senator Dodd. I did not hear that. 

     Reverend Wurmbrand. I believed that Christianity is dead under this suggestion. Nobody goes more to church. They 

gave us post cards. I have not seen my wife for 10 years. They gave me post cards, they gave to all of us post cards: 

“Write to your children and wife; they may come and on that day see you and bring your parcels," so on that day we were 

shaved; we expected and expected until the evening and nobody came. They had not sent the post cards, but we did not 

know. Then came the brainwashings. "Your wives are laying in bed with men," obscene words, "Your children hate you. 

You have nobody to love in the world. You are the only fools. Give up faith. Nobody is more Christians. Christianity is 

dead."   

     I believed also that nobody is more a Christian. I had read in the Bible that there will be in the last time the great 

apostasy, that people will leave the faith and I believed that I lived now this time. But I said to myself if Christianity is 

dead, I will sit at its tomb and will weep until it arises again, just as Mary Magdalene sat at the tomb of Jesus and wept 

until Jesus showed himself. Then when I came out of prison I saw Christianity is not dead. The number of practicing 

Christians in Rumania according to the figures given by the Communists themselves in 20 years of Communist 

dictatorship has grown 300 percent. 

    Senator Dodd. How do the Communists use religion for their own purposes if they do?   

     Reverend Wurmbrand. That is a very tragic side. The worse thing in Rumania has not been the persecution of 

Christians. The persecution has made the Christians to be of steel. The worst thing has been the corruption of religion. 

They have put as religious leaders their man. A bishop, a pastor, a preacher, just a man like other man and can commit 

sins. Now if they found a preacher or somebody else in adultery or in some money irregularity or I do not know what sin, 

they called him and blackmailed him and said, "Now you must become our man. Otherwise we publish what we have 



 
 

found." Or they found others who were weak ones, whom they promised I do not know what. They never keep their 

promises. And these men, they put at the leadership of religion everywhere.  

     They have their bishops, their bishop vicar, their professors of theology, their presidents of the Baptists and 

Pentacostals and so on.  I could give names. I know this from firsthand. Because many of these, when we came out of 

prison, out of remorse confessed to us what they have done. And now they use these men. With us in Rumania religion is 

a very great thing. You do not find much religious difference in Rumania. By these weak Christians, the Communists used 

religion for their propaganda. When the Communists came to power in Rumania, they convoked in the building of our 

parliament a congress of all the cults. There were 4,000 priests; pastors, rabbis of all religions were there. Our Prime 

Minister Groza, said the same things which you hear now in the West. This was in 1945 when they came to power with 

us. “You know Rumanian communism will not be like Russian communism. We are a democratic communism. We will 

not persecute the church. We are on the side of monarchy. We will never collectivate agriculture. We are something 

entirely else and you should be on our side and then we will protect religion and we will give salaries to the priests.”                         

And the priests, good men, simply believed him and cheered him. Priests and bishops one after the other stood up and 

said, “Well, if your communism is otherwise than the Russian communism, if it will be a good communism, we do not 

object against communism in principle." And one after the other stood up and praised this form of communism. There was 

only one in that congress who protested and said that communism can never change, that terror is an essential part of 

communism, because communism is contrary to human nature.  

     What would you say if I would take the purse out of your pocket? Everyone wishes to have something. A dog wishes 

to have a bone, and communism is against human nature because it does not allow you to have anything of yours and so 

communism must use terror. At that congress there was only one who said these things. This one is now before you.  

     But what has happened? I went to prison, this was one of the charges against me. I met in prison all those who had 

praised communism, all those who have collaborated with communism, and they were treated just like me. They had been 

the fools. There was only one difference that I was in prison with a good conscience and they were with a bad conscience.  

In prison they had remorse. Religion was used for Communist propaganda in our country. 

   Just to give you one example: To the Orthodox Church of Rumania foreigners come and see the liturgy and see 

everything so beautiful. The church is open. They do not understand the language, they do not know what is preached. I 

will give you the text of the sermon. It was a sermon about an epistle of St. Paul where it was written that Christ is our 

peace, and so the priest explained, "Christ is our peace. Who is against peace? American imperialists. And who is on the 

side of the peace? We, the Socialist countries."  

     So you see that Christ identifies himself with socialism and so on. Such sermons they have. They have used the 

religion for their own purposes in the country. Then they have used the religion for getting political positions in the West. 

They are not fools to send in the West representatives of the Communist Party. They send bishops with great beards and 

beards are always very impressive here in the West, and through these beards they influence the West.  

     Today in 2018 communist persecution of religion continues in various forms, even if mainly psychological, in many 

counties.  Of particular note today is Catholicism in China.  The Senate Judiciary Committee mentioned above also 

published a document published in 1959 by the Chinese Communist Party to apply tactics to liberate the Chinese people 

from the influence of the Imperialist Catholic Church of Rome and into patriotic submission to the laws of their nation.  

     Pray for the victims of religious persecution around the world and especially for the Chinese Catholics.  The world has 

now accepted and entered into the Marxist cultural era. 

 


