
 
 

 

Red Cocaine & Drug Politics 

     After many years we return to the topic of drugs.  Back in the nineties, we presented the drug 

problem to our readers in these Updates and predicted the problem we have today. In summary: A 

meeting was held in Moscow with Soviet military and intelligence generals and leaders of 

communist drug trafficking countries to attack US and NATO military forces with drugs. 

The drugs reviewed in 1967 were a product of this program. They had been developed by scientists 

and medical doctors from the Central Military Hospital and the Air Force Scientific Centre and 

tested on prisoners. The new drugs were considered more effective because their immediate effects 

were longer lasting, and, as a bonus, they caused long-term-damage in the capacity of humans to 

think logically. Sejna (a Czechoslovakian general who defected to the West) was particularly 

impressed with one of the more effective drugs that left the user optimistic and put him in a 'no 

worries, don't care' frame of mind. When tested on prisoners, the prisoners became unconcerned 

about penalties or having to spend their whole lives in jail. The longer-term effects, tested after two 

to three years, were residual mental attitudes of passivity and resignation. The test subjects did not 

even try to make intelligent decisions. Evidently, the drug attacked the centre of motivation. 

     At the briefing, the Czechoslovak doctors recommended three drugs that they believed would be 

the drugs of the future. The soviet adviser, who also attended the meeting, said the drugs should not 

be marketed then because they might cause questions to be asked. At that time, the soviets 

believed that the blame for the drug epidemic, as desired, had been successfully placed on 

organized crime. If we put new drugs on the market, the Soviets reasoned, people in the west 

might become suspicious. We need to be very careful to wait until the correct time; for example, 

when there are other potential co-producers who can be blamed as the source for the new drugs. 

     Another especially interesting new dimension arose in September 1967, in connection with a 

visit by Raul Castro to Czechoslovakia. This event was the annual development and approval of the 

next one-year plan. Accompanying Castro were several high-level Cuban officials: the Chief of 

Military Intelligence, Chief of the Military Medical Administration, Deputy Head of the 

Administrative Organs Department, Deputy Chief of the General staff for Armaments and 

technology, and the Deputy Chief of the Main Political Administration. As in the past, Sejna was 

the Czechoslovak official who hosted the entourage. The principal subject of the meeting was the 

drug and narcotics operation.  A sizeable expansion of Cuban and Soviet Bloc drug and narcotics 

trafficking activity was agreed.  At this meeting, too, a protocol was signed which enabled Cuban 



 
 

scientists (seventeen or eighteen of them) to assist joint Soviet Bloc research teams working on 

drugs and narcotics. Henceforth the Cuban scientists would be working with Czechoslovak 

scientists, but not with the other Soviet Bloc teams. This was an indirect way of bringing the 

Cubans into the Soviet Bloc program. 

     One of the principal areas in which the Cuban scientists had been conducting research and one 

that they would be working on in cooperation with other Warsaw Pact scientists was an analysis of 

the influence of drugs on the 'intellectual stagnation' of society. The idea was that drugs would 

inhibit the development of the mind (intellect) and this would in turn help to bring about a 

stagnation of bourgeois society. The questions of interest involved what drugs or combinations of 

drugs were most effective in crippling the mind and how many drugs, over how many years, were 

required to cripple a society.  That is, what drug-trafficking was required to achieve the desired 

effect? 

     This was part of a highly important Soviet operation; and all the Soviet Bloc countries had 

programs underway to develop the best drugs and accompanying analyses. Czechoslovakia, East 

Germany, Bulgaria, Hungary and the Soviet Union itself were heavily involved. The crippling of 

bourgeois society was the 'main order'. 

     The efficacy of this strategy could only be appreciated in the West after the event, since the long-

term debilitating effects of nearly all drugs on the brain, even (indeed, especially) including those of 

marijuana, have since become better known and gained publicity and recognition. One factor of 

special relevance that is now recognized is the neurological effect on infants born to women on 

marijuana or cocaine, including long-term behavioral impairment and learning disabilities. 

     Castro was particularly forceful in presenting his position to Czechoslovak and Soviet officials. 

He argued that it was important to push this aspect of drug-trafficking operations even harder, and 

to advance the onset of stagnation by targeting younger students, specifically, high school students 

and children. The Soviets were thinking in terms of forty to fifty years to bring about the desired 

results. Castro believed they could be accomplished in thirty-five years. The Soviets were more 

conservative because of the social changes they believed would have to be achieved in parallel, and 

because they had coordinated these changes with other events in their long-range plan to destroy the 

West. 

     The Soviets were also concerned that pushing drugs on high school students and children might 

be too radical and cause an undesirable counter-reaction. In their plan, the Soviet-preferred 

bourgeois targets were the technical elite, intellectuals, soldiers and college students.  

To know more you must read Red Cocaine by Joseph D. Douglass ISBN 1-899798-04-8. 

 


