
 
 

2020 back to 1936 

The following quotes are from the former Democratic Governor of NY to the nation in 1936.  In 

his letter he points out why he can no longer support Franklin D. Roosevelt and the Democratic 

Party. You should read his entire letter. He was a true Patriot. Compare yesterday to today! 

PATRIOTISM ABOVE PARTISANSHIP 

It is not easy for me to stand up here tonight and talk to the American people against the 

Democratic Administration. This is not easy. It hurts me. But I can call upon innumerable 

witnesses to testify to the fact that during my whole public life I put patriotism above 

partisanship. And when I see danger, I say danger, that is the "Stop, 1ook, and listen" to the 

fundamental principles upon which this Government of ours was organized, it is difficult for me 

to refrain from speaking up. 

What are these dangers that I see? The first is the arraignment of class against class. It has been 

freely predicted that if we were ever to have civil strife again in this country, it would come from 

the appeal to passion and prejudices that comes from the demagogues that would incite one class 

of our people against the other. 

In my time I have met some good and bad industrialists. I have met some good and bad 

financiers, but I have also met some good and bad laborers, and this I know, that permanent 

prosperity is dependent upon both capital and labor alike. 

And I also know that there can be no permanent prosperity in this country until industry is able to 

employ labor, and there certainly can be no permanent recovery upon any governmental theory 

of "soak the rich" or "soak the poor." . . .. . 

A GOVERNMENT BY BUREAUCRATS 

The next thing that I view as being dangerous to our national well-being is government by 

bureaucracy instead of what we have been taught to look for, government by law. 

THE 1932 PLATFORM 

… reestablish and redeclare the principles that they put forth in that 1932 platform…  No 

Administration in the history of the country came into power with a more simple, a more clear, 



 
 

or a more inescapable mandate than did the party that was inaugurated on the Fourth of March in 

1933. 

"The Democratic Party solemnly promises by appropriate action to put into effect the principles, 

policies and reforms herein advocated and to eradicate the political methods and practices herein 

condemned..." But what happened to it? 

THE MIDDLE CLASS WILL PAY THE DEBT 

Now here is something that I want to say to the rank and file. There are three classes of people in 

this country; there are the poor and the rich, and in between the two is what has often been 

referred to as the great backbone of America, that is the plain fel1ow…. 

Now, there is a great big army. Forget the rich; they can't pay this debt. If you took everything 

they have away from them, they couldn't pay it; they ain't got enough. There is no use talking 

about the poor; they will never pay it, because they have nothing.  

This debt is going to be paid by that great big middle class that we refer to as the backbone and 

the rank and file, and the sin of it is they ain't going to know that they are paying it. It is going to 

come to them in the form of indirect and hidden taxation. It will come to them in the cost of 

living, in the cost of clothing, in the cost of every activity that they enter into, and because it is 

not a direct tax, they won't think they're paying, but, take it from me, they are going to pay it! 

WASHINGTON OR MOSCOW 

Sixth: I suggest that from this moment they resolve to make the Constitution the Civil Bible of 

the United States, and pay it the same civil respect and reverence that they would religiously pay 

the Holy Scripture, and I ask them to read from the Holy Scripture the Parable of the Prodigal 

Son and to follow his example. 

Stop! Stop wasting your substance in a foreign land, and come back to your Father's house. 

Now, in conclusion let me give this solemn warning. There can be only one Capitol, Washington 

or Moscow! 

There can be only one atmosphere of government, the clear, pure, fresh air of free America, or 

the foul breath of Communistic Russia. 

There can be only one flag, the Stars and Stripes, or the Red Flag of the Godless Union of the 

Soviet. There can be only one National Anthem. The Star Spangle Banner or the Internationale. 

There can be only one victor. If the Constitution wins, we win. Stop there. The Constitution can't 

lose! The fact is, it has already won, but the news has not reached certain ears. 

 


